Kensworth Parish Council
Annual Report 2010/2011

Foreword:

The Annual Report provides me with an opportunity to take stock of the last twelve months (May 2010 to April 2011). After two years with a new unitary authority (Central Bedfordshire Council) Members have been left frustrated with the lack of progress in a number of areas of responsibility of the new authority. Over the period of the new authority numerous highway matters have been brought to their attention with very little achievement being made. Changes in the planning process at CBC has meant that Parish Council objections no longer go verbatim before the full Planning Committee but now require the support of the Chair of Planning following ‘call in’ by a Ward Councillor (Once this change in procedure was made known to Members requests for ‘call in were   made all of which were not supported by the chair!).. The use by the police of the village hall as a base has not reached our original expectations as the actual police presence in Kensworth appears to have diminished and even CCTV evidence of committed offences has made little or no difference.

To finish on a more upbeat note the support from residents with the grasscutting, where possible outside their property with the Service Level Agreement Kensworth has entered into with CBC should leave the village much tidier and neater and attractive to visitors to the area.
About the village:

Kensworth is a village of around 1500 inhabitants in South Bedfordshire surrounded by an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 
Employment:

There are no large organisations in Kensworth and the small number of businesses operating only employs a small number of people.  The majority of the residents who are employed work outside the village.

Kensworth Parish Council:

The Parish Council Offices are at 46 Hillary Crescent, Luton, Bedfordshire LU1 5JH (the home of the clerk). Tel: 01582 418213, E-mail: farrellyb@ntlworld.com.  The clerk can be contacted between the hours of 09.00 a.m. and 11.30 a.m. Monday to Friday. (24hr answer phone is available outside these times) 

The Council and its Committees:

The full Council oversees all the activities of the Council.  The main areas of the Council’s work are covered at the Council meeting.

The Parish Council operated three Standing Committees, a Planning Standing Committee, a Parish Plan Standing Committee and a Parish Emergency Standing Committee during the municipal year 2010/2011.  In addition Ad Hoc Committees may be appointed as and when required to consider a particular matter.

The Council meets at 7.30pm on the second Thursday of each month (a summer recess takes place in August).  Members of the public are most welcome to attend any meeting.

Parish Councillors:

Kensworth’s nine Parish Councillors represent all areas of the Parish.  They are elected every four years.  The next elections are in May 2015.  In the event of vacancies occurring following resignation/retirement these are filled by co-option in the event that no election is requested by ten members of the electorate.

Councillor Gerry Blackburn, 36 Maple Way, Kensworth

Councillor Mrs. Cheryl Browne, 42 Russell Close, Kensworth

Councillor Mrs. Margaret Manton, 152 Common Road, Kensworth

Councillor John Maryan, 166 Common Road, Kensworth

Councillor Chris Menear, 32 Maple Way, Kensworth
Councillor Mrs. Pat Mitchell, 131 Common Road, Kensworth (appointed September
Councillor Robin Radford MBE, Nash Farm, Common Road, Kensworth

Councillor Phillip Woods, Lynch Field, Corner Farm, The Lynch, Kensworth.
One vacancy following the death of Councillor Stephen Moreton in February 
Offices:

The Chairperson, Vice-Chair and representatives on outside bodies are elected annually in May.  During 2010/2011 the following Councillors held office;

Chairperson:

Councillor Robin Radford MBE

Vice Chairperson:

Councillor Stephen Moreton until February 2011
Airport:

Councillor Gerry Blackburn

Allotments:

Councillor Mrs. Margaret Manton

Highways:

Councillor Howard Killick until his replacement by Councillor Mrs. Pat Mitchell in September
School Governing Body:

Councillor Philip Woods

Village Hall:

Councillor Mrs. Cheryl Browne

The Councillors do not receive any payment or allowance for attending meetings or for carrying out any Council Business.

Staff:

The Clerk of the Council:

Brian E. Farrelly

Council Facilities:

The major assets of the Parish Council consist of 46 Allotment plots, a plot of land measuring 7.55 acres (let annually) and a recreation ground containing a children’s play area containing seven pieces of equipment and four BMX pieces of equipment.  In addition a number of items of street furniture (including a vehicle activated sign and bus shelter) are also Parish Council assets.
Major Achievements:

The Parish Council held a number of fundraising events to raise funds for the Kensworth Carnival and Parade which was held in June. The Carnival was once again very successful and well attended with the weather being favourable.

Once again in September the Parish Council held a Kensworth Flower and Vegetable Show

During the year the security of the village hall was improved with additional CCTV facilities being added.

After protracted delays the Parish Council was able to enter into a Service Level Agreement with Central Bedfordshire Council for the village grasscutting and grounds maintenance. It is hoped that under this arrangement the standard will improve greatly and with the assistance of residents show an even greater improvement next year.

Recreational Facilities:

The recreational facilities in Kensworth (allotments, sports facilities and community facilities are provided for a nominal charge.
Planning:

The Parish Council is a statutory consultee on all planning applications.  As such it is responsible for commenting upon all the applications which falls within the village.  These comments are passed to Central Bedfordshire Council who may take them into account when reaching planning decisions.
A total of 29 applications have been considered by the Parish Council during the year. A number of objections were made but the majority of which were disregarded (see foreword)..
Promoting Kensworth:

Kensworth is a thriving village with a great sense of community and is fortunate to have many residents who give willingly of their time and energy.  The Council is now looking at ways to promote the village to the outside world.  The Council has also taken a more proactive approach with the local press and media, the distribution of a quarterly newsletter to every household and has its own website: www.kensworthparishcouncil.gov.uk .
Highways and Traffic:

Central Bedfordshire Council is responsible for Highways matters but the Parish Council has a Highways representative who takes an active interest in Highways issues on behalf of the Parish Council advising Central Bedfordshire Council of matters of local interest.
During the year the Parish Council raised a number of issues with the Council including road safety by the School, speed limits, speeding traffic on the Isle of Wight Lane/ Common Road, the resurfacing of roads and the state and siting of traffic signs.
Grants to Voluntary Groups:

The Council gives financial support to a number of local clubs and organisations.  During 2010/2011 the Parish Council awarded the following grants;

Donations Linked to carnival groups

£344.17
Kensworth Village Hall (electrical work)
             £280.81
Senior Citizens Christmas Party


£100.00
Royal British Legion                                                £55.00





             £779.98
Quality Services:

Following the award of Quality Parish status in February 2008 the Council continues to provide residents with value for money with its Best Value principles. The Council will ensure that fair and open competition is used where practicable and compare its performance against others.
How Your Money Is Spent:

Each December, the Parish Council sets a budget for the next financial year.  The budget for 2010/2011 was £26,720 that compares with £23,822 for the previous year this is an increase of 12% on the previous year is largely due to increased administration and carnival costs (the precept of £20,683 was an increase for inflation only).  The precept money is collected from the 605 houses in the village by Central Bedfordshire Council as part of your rates.  Each household contributes, on average just over £0.657 per week to the Parish Council’s expenditure.
Conclusion:

The Council welcomes views from residents and people working here on any aspect of life in the village.  Please contact your Councillor or the Clerk at 46 Hillary Crescent, Luton LU1 5JH. Tel: 01582 418213.
The Council accounts show a healthy balance at this stage however there are liabilities for a number of committed projects for the year ahead.
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INCOME





20,188.00



Precept




20,683.00
     147.46



Interest on investments


       11.29
     540.00



Allotment holders rental


     495.00
       00.00



Playing field lettings


         0.00
  1,096.00



Carnival Donations


  3,484.44
         0.00



Grant(s)



  2,000.00
  1,750.43



VAT refunds



  2,205.58
       17.66



Wayleaves



       95.00
         0.00



Written back Cheques


       25.00

  1,709.35



Flower Show



     991.80
   1,272.70



Other receipts



  2,459.85
26,721.60



Total Income



32,450.96





EXPENDITURE

11,640.11



General Administration


15,632.20
     349.65 



Carnival



  4,232.50

  2,310.85
                           
S.137 payments              
                  779.98
     257.33



Allotments



     593.69
  1,222.31



Flower Show



  1,228.14

  3,209.79



Recreation ground


  3,114.90
  4,831.16 



Special Projects


               1,138.42
23,821.20



Total Expenditure


26,719.83
Cumulative Fund Balance

Balance brought forward 1.4.2010





27,216.52

Add: Total Income







32,450.96










59,667.48
Less: Total expenditure







26,719.83
Balance carried forward 31.03.2011





32,947.65
Both the Carnival and the Flower Show were totally self-funding over the two financial years
A prudent council has been advised by internal audit that at least the level of council precept be kept in reserve for emergency purposes
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