KENSWORTH PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 8th December 2011
Present:
Councillor 
Mr. Robin Radford MBE (Chairman)
Councillors: - 
Mr. Gerry Blackburn, Mr. Jamie Bradley, Mrs. Cheryl Browne, Mrs. Margaret Manton, Mrs. Pat Mitchell and Mr. Philip Woods.

Ward Councillor Richard Stay

Two members of the public were present

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

1.1 Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. Chris Menear and John Worboys and Ward Cllr. Mrs. Ruth Gammons and PCSO Joel Driscoll. These apologies were accepted by the Parish Council. 
2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS (Personal and/or Prejudicial) (Parish Councils (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2001).

2.1 
No Members had any declaration of interests, either personal and/or prejudicial, in any of the items under consideration at this meeting of the Parish Council.
3.
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

3.1
There were no public questions from the residents present. 
4.
MATTERS FOR THE CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL (CBC)

4.1
Ward Cllr. Stay thanked those who had attended the ‘Let's Talk Together’ event which took place at Heathfield School, Caddington from 7.00-9.00pm on Tuesday 29th November 2011.   

4.2
It was reported that Central Government were allowing more schools to become academies thereby divorcing them from local authority control. A number of schools in CBC were affected by this change. Difficulties may arise for local schools in future although there was an opportunity to expand the age range in the Kensworth/Studham area.

4.3
Ward Cllr. Stay reported that with the abolition of the Standards Board it gave authorities the right to do whatever they want following public consultation.

4.4
It was reported that the bus contractor Farmers had withdrawn from the agreement with CBC to provide school transport.
4.5
Cllr. Radford reported that Jim Gledhill, chairman of BATPC, had stepped down as representative on London/Luton Airport Committee and he had been appointed to replace him.

4.6
Ward Cllr. Stay was thanked for attending the meeting and the contribution he had made.
Ward Cllr. Richard Stay left the meeting
5.
POLICE MATTERS

5.1
A copy of the November 2011 Police Report showing a total of seven  ASB offences and nine other offences, following circulation, were discussed.
5.2
Cllr. Radford reported that at the recent ‘Let's Talk Together’ event (see item 4.1 above) which he had attended he had met Inspector Jim Hitch and was impressed with his approach to policing issues in Bedfordshire.
5.3
It was reported that another resident had made a complaint over the car parked opposite Dovehouse Lane. As several complaints had been received over a long period of time it was agreed that the police are requested to issue parking notices on any vehicles parked illegally in Common Road.

6.
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

6.1
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 10th November 2011 were a correct record and signed by the Chairman.


Matters Arising (For Information Only)

6.2
Item 3.2 Moving Position of Bench. A discussion took place following the request raised at the November meeting and as the resident was not present tonight it was agreed that the costs for this work be obtained and passed to the resident. The decision to accede to this request would be ‘put on hold’ for the time being.
6.3
Item 6.2 Queens Diamond Jubilee. Cllr. Radford reported that the intentions of the National Trust the mark these celebrations were still not known.

6.4
Item 7.2 Night Flights London/Luton Airport. It was reported that Andrew Selous MP had written to the Transport Minister regarding information on this matter.
Cllr. Bradley arrived at the meeting
6.5
Item 12.2 Planning. Cllr. Blackburn gave a report on the meeting of the Development Management Committee which was held yesterday when members of the committee approved the application for a bungalow at the rear of 100 Common Road.
6.6
Item 18.2 Bulbs Planting. It was reported that inside the school grounds be added to the areas for bulb planting to take place.
6.7
Item 18.3 NatWest Bond. It was reported that Cllrs. Blackburn and Radford together with the clerk had completed the necessary forms for an investment bond. Confirmation of the application being successful should be known after 9th December.
7.
LET OF AGRICULTURAL LAND 2012
7.1
It was reported that as requested enquiries had been made with a local land agent on the level of income which might be generated by letting the agricultural land in Clayhall Road for a longer term. It had been suggested that the 7.55 acre site might generate £600-£700 without any further facilities. It was reported that if the site were to be made secure, with the addition of water for livestock the rate could rise to £1,500 per annum. Cllr. Radford confirmed that the site consisted of poor agricultural land without proper access, no fencing or gates and without a water supply. Following a discussion it was: -

Resolved: - that, from 2012 a three year let be offered to generate more income.
8.
REPORT OF CHAIRMAN

8.1
Cllr. Radford gave a detailed report on the Let’s Talk meeting held in Caddington which had been organised by CBC. At the meeting various departments of the authority were represented. However a number of departments were not represented, including housing and highways and hopefully this omission will be rectified at a future meeting. He had a helpful discussion with David Bowie, Transport Manager, over the painting of double yellow lines at the end of the Isle of Wight Lane and was hopeful that at last something could be done over this issue. 

8.2
A number of outstanding issues were once again reported (clearance of tree house on Footpath no. 4 which had been passed to Whipsnade PC for attention, National Trust beacon [see item 6.3 above], parking in the Isle of Wight Lane [see item 7.1 above], the planting of bulbs in the village [awaiting response from the Community Payback Team], the meeting with officers from waste management at CBC to discuss the trees and rubbish in Poplar Road, the provision of closed type rubbish bins for the two shops [the position and cost sharing was still to be determined], opening hours of toilets at Gateway Centre and increased parking charges). 
8.3
Cllr. Radford reported that a meeting of the chairs and vice chairs of Kensworth, Studham and Whipsnade Parish Council was to take place in January at Studham Village Hall and an agenda for the meeting would be issued.
8.4
It was reported that the salt bins in the village were still to be filled and the one in Clayhall Road had been demolished following a RTA and a replacement requested. The parking of vehicles on footpaths was still a problem (see item 5.3 above).
8.5
Cllr. Radford sought the views of Members about sending cards to major supporters of the Parish Council over the last year. Following a discussion it was unanimously: -

Resolved: - that, cards be sent to Andrew Selous MP, Ward Cllr. Richard Stay and Ward Cllr. Mrs. Gammons expressing the thanks of the Parish Council for their help over the last year and wishing them a happy Christmas.
9.
REPORT OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES


Airport

9.1
Cllr. Blackburn had nothing to report.
Allotments

9.2
Cllr. Bradley reported that three more allotments had been let.
9.3
It was reported that it had been necessary to issue a notice to quit to a tenant following failure, in spite of a number of requests being made, to pay the due fees by the deadline. In addition the condition of the allotment broke the conditions of tenancy.

CCTV, Football & Parish Website
9.4
In the absence of Cllr. Menear no report was available.
Highways

9.5
Cllr. Mrs. Mitchell provided Members with a written report on highway issues raised with CBC Highways.

Queens Diamond Jubilee Celebrations 2012

9.6 
Cllr. Radford reported that Cllr. Worboys had discussed with him a number of possibilities for this event. 
School Governing Body

9.8
Cllr. Woods had nothing to report as no governing body meeting had taken place since the last meeting of the parish council.
Village Hall

9.9
Cllr. Mrs. Browne reported that the two fundraising events of a Disco and a Christmas bingo evening had both produced a profit.
9.10
It was reported that the grant application for the re-furbishment of the hall had been successful and work was to commence on 3rd January 2012.

A resident left the meeting

10.
MAINTENANCE OF TREES ON THE RECREATION GROUND

10.1
It was reported that following concerns expressed over the condition of trees on the recreation ground further enquiries had been made. In accordance with Standing Orders letters seeking quotations had been sent to three providers of these services, Following a full discussion it was: -

Resolved: - that, the contract for felling one horse chestnut tree and removal of dead wood and other tree maintenance on the recreation ground be awarded to R. Watts and Sons Ltd. 
A resident left the meeting

11.
CORRESPONDENCE

11.1
List of correspondence received between 9th November 2011 and 6th December 

2011.
· War Memorials Trust – Bulletin

            Copy of the November 2010 magazine published by the War Memorials Trust.
· Land Registry – Result of Land Search 
     
Letter advising of the search results for ownership of land behind 100 Common Road, Kensworth.  
· Cawleys – Duty of Care transfer Note
    
Duty of Care Transfer Note for the period 01/01/2012 to 31/12/2012.
· Central Bedfordshire Council – Planning and Development Briefs
Document on developments at Bridge Meadow and Land South of High Street Leighton Buzzard for consultation. Responses required by 6th January 2012. 
· Central Bedfordshire Council – Public Footpath No. 3
Copy of letter sent to landowner requiring work to be carried out on footpath no. 3.
· Veolia  – Draft Drought Management Plan 2011
Letter consulting the PC on the drought management plan 2011 with a response required by 16th January 2012.

· Warner’s of Bedford – Grounds & Landscape Maintenance Services

Letter advising of grounds and landscape services available from the company.

· SLCC – Membership 2012
     Copy of the 2012 renewal form for membership of the SLCC in 2012 (The fees for 2011 were 
     paid for by Whipsnade PC and Kensworth will pay the fee for 2012). 
· Central Bedfordshire Council – ‘Libraries for the Future’
Letter advising that CBC are currently undertaking a fundamental review of the Library service and inviting the submission of views.
· Central Bedfordshire Council – Meeting of Development Management Committee
Letter advising that the planning application for the land at the rear of 100 common Road, Kensworth is being considered by the development Management Committee at their meeting on 7th December 2011 and enclosing papers for a  PC representative to attend.
· The Chilterns Society- Chiltern News


Copy of the latest magazine and other literature issued by the Chiltern Society.
· Dunstable Salvation Army – Christmas at the Grove

Poster issued by the Dunstable Salvation Army for ‘Christmas at The Grove Carol Concert on 27th November 2011. 
· Brayscape – Grounds & Landscape Maintenance Services

Letter advising of grounds and landscape services available from the company.

· Majestic Trees Ltd. - Invoice

Confirmation of invoice paid and other paperwork relating to memorial tree 

· Hillborough Junior School - Invoice

Invoice for photocopying services.  
· Central Bedfordshire Council – Adult Learning Courses

Letter advising of the Adult Learning Courses available and requesting display of poster

· Beechwood Home Farm Ltd. - Invoice

Invoice for hedge cutting services. 
· Denno Designs - Invoice

Invoice for winter newsletter.  
· Dunstable Lock & Safe Co. - Invoice

Invoice for provision of lock for allotments. 
· Local Council Review

    Copy of the latest edition of the magazine (Winter 2011) and other literature issued by the 

    NALC.
· Barclays Bank – Statement(s)

Statements dated 2nd December 2011. 
· Andrew Selous MP – Increase in Night Flights
     
Letter advising that he has made a number of enquiries on our behalf regarding the issues raised.
· Aon. - Invoice

Invoice for increased premium for increase in Fidelity Guarantee.  
12.
HIGHWAY MATTERS (Local Government Act 1972)

12.1
A list of four items outstanding (Provision of ‘double yellow lines’ Isle of Wight Lane, revaluation of the traffic calming scheme, clearance of overgrown ditch Lynch Hill and outside the Industrial Estate and the raised paving slabs in The Chilterns) which had been circulated previously was discussed. 

13.
PLANNING Notice of Planning Applications (Town and Country Planning Act 1990)

13.1
It was reported that an Enforcement Notice (CB/ENC/11/0606) for land at 70-74 Common Road, Kensworth had been issued. The time for compliance was six months from 2nd December 2011 (the date of the notice).
13.2   It was reported that no planning decisions had been available and downloaded from the Central Bedfordshire Council (the planning authority) since the last meeting.
A resident left the meeting

14.
SPECIAL PROJECTS FOR CONSIDERATION FOR INCLUSION IN THE 2012/2013 BUDGET

14.1
Members discussed a number of possible special projects to be included in the next and later financial years to be added to the present precept. Following a full discussion it was: -

Resolved: - 
i) that, enquiries be made as to the costs of engaging a private contractor to grit designated roads in Kensworth and not covered by the CBC programme;




ii) that, the legal position for this work to be carried out be investigated;





iii) that, a Parish Emergency Gritting Committee be appointed comprising of Cllrs. Radford (Chair), Mrs. Mitchell and Woods. 
.

 A resident returned to the meeting 
Members took a comfort break at 9.05pm and the closed section of the meeting resumed at 9.15pm
Cllr. Mrs. Manton left the meeting
15.
MATTERS OUTSTANDING (Within the remit of the Parish Council)

15.1
A list of two items outstanding (Repair of fence at the rear of Russell Close and the repair of fence at the rear of The Chilterns by the allotments), which had been circulated previously, was discussed as these areas were constantly being repaired..

16.
TO SET THE PRECEPT FOR 2012/2013 (Local Government Act 1972)
16.1
Details of balances and expenditure to date were circulated to the Councillors. The proposed budget for 2012/2013 was £27,724 (excluding any allowance for item 14 above) which included the ‘ring fenced’ amounts for the Carnival and Flower Show accounts. Following a discussion it was: -

Resolved: - that, the precept for 2012/2013, be £20,683 (the same level as the precept in 2010/2011 and 2011/2012) and that, any expenditure required during the financial year over and above this amount, be taken from council reserves.

To consider requests for donations

16.2
Members discussed the best way of considering requests for donations from organisations within the parish. It was reported that some councils consider requests on an annual basis at the Annual Parish Meeting. Following a discussion it was: -

Resolved: - 
i) that consideration of individual donations be left until the

January Parish meeting and that forms be made available immediately and that this change be well publicised advising that limited funds only were available;

                            ii) that, for budget purposes the sum of £2,314 be included in the 

Budget for 2012/2013.

To consider special projects

16.3
Members considered if any special projects other than the Carnival and Flower Show should be included in the special projects budget heading. It was: -


Resolved: - that, for budget purposes, the sum of £1,516 (including the ‘ring fenced’ items) be included in the budget for 2012/2013. 
Cllr. Radford declared an interest in the next item confirming that the present level was adequate and withdrew.


To review the Chairman’s Allowance

16.4
Members considered the level of the Chairman’s Allowance which was currently £800.  Following a discussion it was: -

Resolved: - that, as the Chairman’s Allowance had not been increased for a number of years it be increased to £1,000 for the municipal year 2012/2013.
The clerk withdrew from the meeting during the deliberation of the next item.


To review the Clerk’s Salary and Conditions

16.5
It was reported that as the clerk was paid in accordance with the National Association of Local Councils Terms and Conditions for the employment of clerks, his salary would be determined when the rates were announced next year. It was reported that the increase for public employees had been fixed at a maximum increase of 1% for next year. Following a discussion it was: -

Resolved: - that, the salary of the clerk be determined when the rates were published and in the meantime a sum of £7,524 be included in the 2012/2013 budget.
17.
ACCOUNTS

17.1
The following accounts were submitted and approved for payment: -

November






    £

Cllr. Radford (Chairs Allowance)



            200.00








            200.00
December






    £

PGM Signs (Memorial Plaque)



             48.00*
Society of Council Clerks (2012 subs)                    

           140.00
Hillborough J. S. (Photocopying)



             36.00
Beechwood Home Farm (Hedge Trimming)

           378.00*

C. Dennis (Newsletter)



                          50.00
Dunstable Lock & Safe Co. (Lock)



             23.94*
AON (Additional Insurance Premium)



16.38
HMRC (Employers NHI contribution)


             13.14

HMRC (Employees Income Tax Deduction)

           372.40

Mr. B. E. Farrelly (Clerk’s net salary and expenses November)      648.78*









        1,726.64*






*includes recoverable VAT

17.2
The income and expenditure statement for the Parish Council for the period ending November 2011 (period 8) was presented.

18.
ITEMS FOR INCLUSION IN “THE PARISH LINK” and WEBSITE

18.1
It was agreed that Cllr. Radford and the clerk would put together those items discussed tonight which Members wished to be included with items raised at the January meeting in the next edition of the Parish Link (February 2012).

19.
REPORT OF CLERK

19.1
The clerk had nothing further to report which had not been considered elsewhere in the meeting.
20.
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING TOGETHER WITH ITEMS FOR INCLUSION ON THE NEXT AGENDA

20.1
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Thursday, 12th January 2012 at 7.30pm in Kensworth Village Hall.
20.2
The following Parish Council meeting will be held on Thursday, 9th February 2012 at 7.30pm in Kensworth Village Hall.
This concluded the normal business of the evening
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and RESOLVED that due to the confidential nature of

the following item, the press and public be excluded. The Parish Council went into a

closed session.
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                                 ……………………………

Chairman 12th January 2012
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